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Biao language 


The Biao language (Chinese: ^ iS; also known as Kang Bau or 
Kang Beu) is a Kra-Dai language (or perhaps three languages)^ 
spoken in southwestern Huaiji County and Fengkai County, 
Zhaoqing, Guangdong. Autonyms are ka:i]J peul and ka.'ijJ 
pa:ul. 

Speakers of this language are classified as part of Han Chinese 
ethnic groups. 
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Classification 


Biao 

Native to 

China 

Region 

Huaiji County 
and Fengkai 
County, 
Guangdong 

Native speakers 

80,000 (2002)W 

Language 

family 

Kra-Dai 

■ unclassified; 
Kam-Sui ? 

■ Biao 

Writing system 

Latin script 

Language codes 

ISO 639-3 

byk 

Glottolog 

biaol257 (htt 

p://glottolog.o 

rg/resource/lan 

guoid/id/biaol2 
57) P] 


Like Lakkia, the genetic affiliation of the Biao language within the Kra-Dai family is uncertain, although it 
could be a sister of the Kam-Sui languages.Hsiu (2014)^ suggests that Biao could either subgroup 
with Lakkia, or form an independent branch of Kra-Dai on its own. 

Phonology 


The tone categories and contour-tone values for three dialects of Biao are (Liang 2002: 53): 




















Tone category 

Shidong 

Yonggu 

Dagang 

1 

1 55 

1 55 

1 54 

2 

4 214 

4 31 

4 31 

3 

1 54 

1 54 

1 35 

4 

4 132 

Ji 213 

4 132 

5 

1 35 

-1 22 

1 34 

6 

4 22 

N 42 

4 22 

7 (voiceless checked) 

1 55 

1 55 

1 55 

9 (voiceless checked) 

1 35 

H 33 

1 34 

8 (voiced checked) 

J 12 

J 21 

4 22 

10 (voiced checked) 

4 22 

1 42 

N 42 


Dialects 

There are three dialects of Biao (Hsiu 2014).^ The Shidong dialect is documented in detail by Liang 
(2002). Additional data from the Yonggu and Dagang dialects are documented by Hsiu (2014). A sketch of 
Yonggu Biao phonology is also documented in Lin (2009) 

■ Shidong 

■ Yonggu 7d<® 

■ Dagang 

Yang (2012:73)^ provides the following lexical comparisons for five dialects of Biao. 


English gloss 

Chinese 

gloss 

Shidong i# 

m 

Hezhou 35 

m 

Yonggu 

HI 

Dagang 

Liangcun ^ 

bone 


iek 8 

iek 8 

iek 8 

iek 8 

iek 8 

earth, soil 

± 

p h ienl 

p h enl 

pon3 

pienl 

pienl 

body hair, 
feather 


iegl 

ieg 6 

iag 2 

ieg 6 

ier |6 

table 


ts 0 r ]4 

ts 0 r ]4 

tsog 2 

pet7tsog6; 

t 0 y 6 

pet7tsog6 

vegetable 

w 

Ieu5; Iiau5 

Iiau5 

Ieu5 

Iy5 

Iy5 

long (time) 

JaI) 

si 2 

si 6 

tsi 2 

tsei 6 

tsei 6 

dog 

m 

mu3 

mu3 

mol 

mal 

mal 

weave (basket) 

*j§ mm) 

haol 

hool 

hoi 

hoi 

hal 


Liang (2002: 53-55, 61-62) lists the following comparative data for three dialects of Biao. 






English gloss 

Chinese gloss 

Shidong 

Yonggu zkll 

Dagang 

Page number 

shoe 

& 

ha: i4 

a: i 2 

a: i 2 

53 

hand 

£ 

hy 2 

ia 2 

ia 2 

53 

enter 

5S 

ho 2 

o4 

d4 

53 

stand up 


pynl 

pynl 

nynl 

53 

earring 

MW 


per ]6 

per ]6 

53 

water 

7k 

na: m4 

pa: m4 

nia4 

54 

urine 

m 

pu 6 

piu 6 

neu 6 

54 

rain 

m 

ts h anl 

ts h enl 

sanl 

54 

year 


pel 

p h uil 

p h uil 

54 

bow 


k h ur]3 

kugl 

kurjl 

54 

grapefruit 


lak8p h o3 


Iak 8 p 0 l 

54 

scold 


Iy5 

Iis5 


54 

cross over 

a 

ty 6 

tis 6 

Iia 6 

54 

thorn, spur 

m'JJ L 

ky3 

kia3 

kia3 

54 

leaf 

MDf 

myl 

mial 

mial 

54 

li (distance) 

— 

lyl 

Iia4 

Iia4 

54 

chopsticks 

m 

tsy 6 

tsy 6 

tsy 6 

54 

book 

=t? 

sy3 

syl 

syl 

54 

moon 


p h ynl 

p h ynl 

punl 

54 

release (bird) 

tk m 

pyg5 

pug5 


54 

garlic 


0yn5 

0un5 


54 

stand 


pynl 

pynl 

nynl 

54 

red 

a 

iyn5 

Iug5 

lur]5 

54 

sky, day 

^ a 

jan 2 

wen 2 

man 2 

55 

snake 

46 

ts h yl 

t h ol 

ts h ol 

55 

day 


manl 

manl 


61 

wind 

Jxl 

Iam2 

Iam2 


61 

frost 

•hThi 

mail 

muil 


61 

pond 

mm 

tsam 2 

tem 2 


61 

paddy field 

Tkffl 

jo 6 

jo 6 


61 

fire 

£ 

pail 

pail 


61 

day 

a 

jan 2 

wen 2 


61 










foot 

BP 

puk7 

puk7 


61 

child 

71 

Iiak8 

1 ek8 


61 

grandchild 

# 

bnl 

bnl 


61 

sell 


p h al 

p h al 


61 

come 


nagl 

nurjl 


61 

black 

H 

muk7 

muk7 


61 

cattle 

it* 

mo2 

gau2 


61 

dragonfly 

mm 

tamlpeu3 

kam5ts h e3 


61 

grasshopper 


halpak7 

ma: r|3 


61 

tree 


muk8 

mi4 


61 

banana 

eI 

muk8juk8 

wai20iaul 


61 

sprout 

-i-»- 

miu4 

ga2 


61 

tongue 


ts h ul 

p h yal 


62 

sit 


nag6 

p h o3 


62 

will, future tense 


suk8 

ui6 


62 

blood 

ifn 

jan2 

lytlO 


62 

throw (away) 

ill m) 

san5 

fak7 


62 

use 

m 

sail 

yur|6 


62 


Distribution 


Variaties of Biao include the Shidong Yonggu zfc®], Qiaotou and Dagang dialects (Liang 
2002:3). In Fengkai County , it is spoken in Chang'an lx S, Jinzhuang # Is, and Qixing "t M . The 
Fengshan County Almanac (1998) reports that in Fengkai County, (piau42 ) is spoken by 7,217 people in 48 
natural villages in Chang'an -jx^, Baoshan SULl, and Dongshan aKUL| townships. Fengkai Biao is reported 
by the Fengshan County Almanac (1998) to be a distinct dialect from Biao of Huaiji County. Yang (2011) 
reports that Biao is also spoken in Liandu iltiiP and He'erkou }RJJ LPfS in Fengkai County , and Shatian '/}) 
HIS, Hezhou, Guangxi. Comparative lexical data for 4 varieties of Biao spoken in Shatian Town, Hezhou 
(namely Fanglin Dapan Qiaotou ^5^, and Guishan £t|JL|) are provided in Chen & Yang (2011: 
99-100). 

Yang (2010) 

According to Yang Biwan (2010), there are more than 160,000 speakers of BiaoJ 8 ^ 

■ Huaiji County 

■ Shidong Township (16 villages): 55,000 speakers. Baiya Sit® is spoken in 

Jianfeng , Jinsha and Feng'an ^ 

■ Yonggu Township (all 12 villages in the township): 40,000 speakers 




Qiaotou Township (3 villages): 10,000 speakers 

■ Xinning HtT: Tansi >1)0, Rongling $?iltp 

■ Xinping HtT: Jinji Gongxian Dahekou Songgenling ^Sl^, Doushui 

4 7k 

■ Hongguang iJ.%\ Guihua |±?E, Zhiwu filM, Wanghaotang Tanxing 

■ Small numbers scattered in Jiuxu of Jinxing Anshe of Baofeng 1^^$4±, 

Liuhua of Fengzhen MIIAfb 

Dagang Township (12 villages): 30,000 speakers. Xiafang T#r® is spoken in 

Shiqun and Sibao IZ3®. 


■ Dihou iihlW (all villages) 

■ Liangshui ^ 7 j< (all villages) 

■ Fulou Laochen Laoxuan £$1, Jian'gang Linwu faM, Shangcaitang ± 

ll, Xiacaitang 

■ Tanzhu Dongxiang Tf4 Taiping Liwu ^M, Tangmei JHH, Liuwu TJM, 
Tansha W'/P, Sanwu Ei 


■ Xiulin Baiwu 6 M, Linghui lifpSI, Langwei }j|Jl, Bitang Hil!, Flanggen 
Shankou iliP, Zhuyuan Rongshu $11$, Fenglin tMII, Xiulin Pangmei MM, 
Xiaguo TIP 

■ Shangting ±1P: Guowu fPM, Benji Tc 5 , Sanzhong Shegang 4±i^, Zhuwu 7 ^M, 
Hongshu ilM 

■ Shitian CEB: Niewu MM, Liancun Qidou -b4 

■ Linggang ilrppg: Shangzhai ±|f, Zhiling ®iJfp, Fenshui i# 7 k 

■ Dazhong Qilong &}1z, Lianhui Baishi 05, Miaozhong isT, Ejing 
Miaoshang iii± 

■ Shangshi ±5: Fujing I#, Zhongxinwu T'L'M, Shenshui Zhongxindong T'UPll, 
Yangshu Shanggaowu ±H5M, Lezhai liH 

■ Jiyi HX: Shuangxi MM, Tanbian Shuangshimiao 

■ Tanying USII: Muyuan tKHI, Xiazhai TH, Guantang Kangen Ij&fll, Liangwu ^M 

Liangcun Township (7 villages): 18,000 speakers. Xiafang T#jiS is spoken in 

Liyang and Linwu ^IM. 


■ Zhenwu flit (all villages) 

■ Xiangtian (all villages) 

■ Shatian 4'EH: Matou 5i4, Xinlou Dt^, Bailong Dacheng MM, Huangtang H^i, 
Tanle WJ 

■ Guangming 7 * 6 Tanpin illi, Mumian tMI§, Luokong ^7L, Datian ^EB, Nan'an 
Beixiang Pc\v\, Dongxiang 2k[r], Nanxiang Mfp] 



■ Liangcun ^£ft: Huilonggang Tanyuan tJp@ 

■ Yongyou ;FKi&: Xiayou ~R&, Xixiang I§[p] 

■ Lanmaft^j: Lanzhong ft ft 3 , Baiwu 0S, Sanzhe Ht/r, Nansheao Dasonggen 

AfttS, Taiping A 1 ? 

■ Fengkai County 

■ Chang'an Township (3 villages): 7,000 speakers 

■ Chang'an ixfz; (80% of villages) 

■ Dongshan JkiJLi (all villages) 

■ Baoshan SiJLj: Xialuochai Wenlin Shandong ±2 k (Dongdui JIkPA), 

Shangxi ±S (Xidui SPA), Qiaotou ffizk, Jiongzhou MtS, Sushui fizR, Fankou >eP, 
Dakou AP 

■ Liandu Township jUfflffi (4 villages): 1,300 speakers; ancestors from Shidong. 

■ Sicun Eft: Shuilai TkJlt 

■ Qingshui ;§7j<: Yangmei Zhongxin fftL', Yonggu >1^, Pangu Mft, Datang ;AAH, 
Tongyou Luoya ^3t, Dajiang 

■ Shendi iiSJlE: Yingxiong , Kengjiao JyiM, Heliping 

■ Yuntang AJU: Dalang A>|| 

■ He'erkou Township 5 rJJ LPtll (4 villages): 1,750 speakers; ancestors from Shidong. 

■ Dongguan (3 natural villages) 

■ Xiangyang |r]PB (all villages) 

■ Sandong H}|i| (20% of villages) 

■ Pingdong (all villages) 

■ Hezhou 

■ Shatian Township (4 villages): 20 elderly speakers; ancestors from Shidong. 

■ Cluster 9 of Qiaotou 

■ Sanzhen of Dapan ASfHiJII 

■ Clusters 3 and 4 of Guishan £tlJLlH3 4*i 

■ Cluster 11 of Fanglin ^jftHll^i 

Yang (2012/ 7 ' notes that t opony ms in Yonggu ^fc® Township with the name “Luo §7 ”, and toponyms in 
Shidong ivf}|5] Township with “Liu ft”, “Feng M”, and “Nan P§” are of Biao origin. 
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